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EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. (2010) Plant Physiology, Humboldt University Berlin, Germany, 

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Bernhard Grimm 
 
Dipl.-Biol. (2003) Plant Physiology, Ecology, and Animal Physiology,  

Humboldt University Berlin, Germany, Supervisor: Prof. Dr. 
Bernhard Grimm 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
May 2011 - present 

Postdoctoral  research associate, Oak Ridge 
Associated Universities at Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
(ORNL) 
Research focus on plant signaling networks within several 
projects of the Bioenergy Science Center (BESC) and Plant 
Microbe Interface (PMI) 
Supervisor Dr. Jin-Gui (Jay) Chen 

 
January 2010 - May 2011 

Postdoctoral  research assistant within the Research 
Unit 804 of the German Science Foundation „Retrograde 
Signaling in Plants“, Humboldt University Berlin, 
Department of Plant Physiology, Supervisor Prof. Dr. 
Bernhard Grimm 

 
November 2003 - December 2009   

PhD student 
Department of Plant Physiology 
Humboldt University Berlin, Germany 
Research focus on regulation of early steps of tetrapyrrole 
biosynthesis in plants, identification of novel proteins 



interacting with ALA synthesizing enzymes 
Supervisor Prof. Dr. Bernhard Grimm 

 
November 1999 – October 2002  

Student research assistant 
Department of Ecophysiology 
Humboldt University Berlin 
Research focus on new active eco- and humantoxic 
compounds in cyanobacteria 
Supervisor Dr. Manfred Henning 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Conducting of laboratory practical courses 

   - Limnology and water protection 
   - Ecology of saline areas 

- Techniques for plant transformation and 
  analysis of transgenic plants 

   - Basic plant physiology 
 
Conducting of field practical courses 
    - Ecological and taxonomical field studies 
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Book chapters: 
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PhD thesis: 

Czarnecki,  O.  (2010): Synthesis of 5-aminolevulinic acid in plants: Characterization of 
a novel GluTR-binding protein and its role for the microcompartmentation of 
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